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PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [12.11 pm]: I am particularly proud to rise to 
announce the permanent entry of our Parliament on Western Australia’s Register of Heritage Places. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! This old heritage person is trying to say something here! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: This place, first constructed between 1902 and 1904, and extended between 1958 and 
1964, has been the seat of democracy for our state for over 115 years. In 1870, as the colony developed and agitated 
for more responsibility, Governor Weld established a partly elected Legislative Council. In 1890, Western Australia 
was granted responsible self-government and established a bicameral parliamentary system. Throughout the 1890s 
there was considerable debate amongst members about the location of the proposed new Parliament House—either 
at the site of the old Legislative Council or the old Barracks. This location, overlooking St Georges Terrace and the 
Swan River, was chosen and the new Parliament House was built on Kaarta Koomba, or Mount Eliza—a place of 
significance for the Whadjuk Noongar people. 
Our Parliament is significant for its lived history and not just its built form. In 1899, WA was one of the first 
jurisdictions to grant women the right to vote. In October 1910, Mr Heitmann, the member for Cue, and the 
Sergeant-at-Arms at the time exchanged blows! In 1920, women became eligible to sit in Parliament, and in 1921 
Edith Cowan became the first woman elected to an Australian Parliament. In 1928, Mr Thomas Heron, the member 
for Mount Leonora, was found unresponsive in the Reading Room and pronounced life extinct. In 1953, a cow 
escaped onto the grounds of Parliament House and was never seen again. We almost had a repeat of that in 2017; 
we can thank Minister Murray for recapturing that cow! 
More recently, in 1980 Ernie Bridge was the first Aboriginal person to be elected to the Legislative Assembly. 
The Parliament decriminalised homosexual acts between consenting parties in 1989, and decriminalised abortion 
in 1998. It also adopted acknowledgement of country, passed the voluntary assisted dying legislation, legislated 
a number of Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse recommendations, and rapidly 
adapted to the COVID-19 pandemic and passed emergency legislation. As all members know, it is a privilege to be 
elected to represent our communities and sit in this place, and as I approach my heritage twentieth year, I am proud 
to be the Minister for Heritage who gets to sign off on this historic registration. 
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